We are very pleased to report that Halstead & District Horticultural Society raised over £5000 at our Open Gardens event held on Sunday 5th June 2011, which will be split equally between Cancer Research UK and our parish church, St Margaret's.
Yes, we did all envisage the event taking place in brilliant sunshine but we were pleased to welcome many, many visitors to our village determined to see our eleven open gardens. And what a treat they had in store! Everyone commented on the high standard of the gardens and how big some of them are when they ventured behind what appears to be a modest sized house.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]All the garden owners had worked long and hard to achieve such a high standard battling, of course, with drought conditions and the fact that so many favourite flowers and bushes had flowered too early. Nothing daunted, they kept up the high standard achieved in previous years. Some were seasoned garden openers, but we were pleased also to have new gardens to show off to our visitors.
The event was truly a village affair with so many volunteers involved. Our local pubs held hog roasts, and the Village Hall and Cabbages and Kings gave a warm welcome and refreshments to those who needed sustenance and a chance to dry out before visiting yet more gardens. The art exhibition in the Parish Room and the plant stall on the village green were also popular attractions, as was a conducted tour of St Margaret's Church. Everyone involved played their part in contributing time as well as funds to the event.
Our special thanks go to Ward Homes who undertook all our printing costs, thereby increasing the profit we made. The day was rounded off with a supper in the Village Hall for garden openers, volunteers and friends who shared anecdotes of the day and started to talk about Halstead Open Gardens 2013!
John Rogers, Chairman
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